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SoCiety for Abandoned Animals Limited
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It you have read the previous issue of PetArte, you would know that the SAA Albert
Wu Veterinary Center has announced its grand opening in Yuen Long during May,
in the aim of providing professional veterinary services at a reasonable & afford-
able price. Basically, | guess you have heard of loads of animals welfare organiza-
tions, but how well do you know about the Society for Abandoned Animals Limited

(SAA)?
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HK 1997 — Homeless Year for Pets

The: founder, El, said, "SAA used to be a pet grooming shop. In 1990
Noel and | opened the shop in Happy Valley, and the business wen
quite well, Until some time around 1994 to 1995, there were rumourg
about Hong Kong returning to the Mainland China, and then came th
trend of emigration. Some of our customers also had plans fol
emigration, thus they frequently came to check out if there werd
other customers who might be willing to take care of their pets. Well
too many people emigrated, leaving behind numerous abandoned
cats and dogs. At the end, Noel and | kept 30 dogs and 20 catg

altogether during the 'peak season'.”

These numbers were really surprising. And did it mean that thei
homes became the shelters for the abandoned animals? "OF coursd

" El continued, “As the number kept increasing, we found an olg
pig farm in Yuen Long with the help from our friend. We then redeco:
rated it into a mini playground for these animals. Originally. we'vd
found some locals to help with the cleaning, yet we fell that wg
couldn’t just always depend on the others. Later, Noel quitted hel
own job and concentrated on the dog shelter business; whereas fo
me, | kept working at the pet grooming shop in order to balance thd
expenditure used at the dog shelter. And fortunately, we met Viole
who decided to join our hands together to set up SAA after listening

to our story.”

No Killing or Abandoning

The motto of SAA is "No Killing or Abandoning™. So, how does SAA
achleve Its target? "We all try our very best to save and cure thg
animals no matter where they come from. For example, one of oul
volunteers found a dog being hit by a car, and the dog was immedi
ately brought back to our veterinary clinic. Upon its arrival, the firs
thing we did was the operation, Later we contacted its owner not unti
the dog's situation became stable again. In our eyes, saving lives iy
our priority, which is also the long-term goal for SAA." El explained
to us, "Every single life is precious to us. On the one hand, we don’
easily give up their lives. On the other hand, we don't want them tg
suffer too much. Only in the very worst case (say, the animals arg
having incurable disease like cancer), we'll let them pass awa

peacefully."
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Life is Not Only a Present!

Life is a gift from God; however, people seem to misinterpret or
distort its meaning. From the fact of the increasing number of
abandoned animals, we can clearly see that. According to the
statistice, the peak seasens for abandoning pets are some festive
holidays like Christmas or Valentine's Day.

As the problem is getting worse, how come SAA still accept and
lake care of the abandoned animals? El answered, “indead, we'll
take serious considerations before accepting the owners” applica-
tions. For example, it's unreasonable to dump their pets to SAA just
by saying 'l don't want it'. We'll only accept the offers in case the
owners have encountered financlal difficulties, health problems or
restrictions at their residence to which they could no longer
continue to raise their pets. Even though the nature of SAA is to
take care of the abandoned animals, we don't want to send out the
wrong message — that pets are easy come, easy go! On the
contrary, we provide a wide range of services to educate the public.
At the same time, we offer counseling services. Let's say, some pet
owners gave up their dogs because of certain behavioral or
emotional problems. For such cases, we’ll refer them to some
professional dog trainers, in the hope of correcting the dogs' behaw-
ior and re-building the relationship between the pets and their

owners.”

Animal Blood Donation

Nowadays, human blood donation is common, but have you ever
heard about animal blood donation? Starting from 2003, SAA estab-
lished the Animal Blood Donors Databank to recruit voluntary
non-remunerated animal blood donation to save animals in need
and to provide backup support for veterinary clinics and pet owners.
In recent years, using blood transfusion to cure an animal has
become an important part in the medical field. Blood transfusion
has been widely employed in use because blood can increase the
oxygen holding capacity inside the body, helping to control and
soothe huge blood loss, Also, blood transfusion is helpful to
animals suffering from low protein or anemia. Like human beings,
there is no substitute for animal blood, and the supply of blood
relies on the voluntary, non-remunerated donors which ensure

animal patients be rescued in emergency.
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Loss of Control

When different animal welfare associations are trying to educate the
public about microchipping their pets, there seems to be a loophole
on such issue and even the law is not powerful enough to control over
it. Noel| agreed by saying, “most of the abandoned animals were
microchipped already. However, the main problem is that they're all
registered under the name of the pet shop. Just in case the pet shop
has closed down, the pets can never find their owners again. The
ariginal idea of setting up this law was to better manage the dogs in
the society. However, from the current situation in Hong Kong,

there’s no doubt that the policy is a total failure.”

Family Education

“It's always important for us to set a good example for the younger
generations!” Noel continued, “There was once a family who came to
SAA for adoplion. The parents showed their unlimited love and care
to the pets during their first few visits, and even taught their kids the
correct way of treating animals from time to time. Just because of
this, we believed that they could take good care of the dog. Unfortu-
nately, we received a call from the vet in less-than-a-month time,
saying that someone has left $150 to euthanize their dog. Getting in
touch with the family again, the "owner” explainad to us, 'thara're
some problems with the dog, thus it's not sultable for us." Simply
because you couldn't get along well with the dog, meaning that you
have to give up its life. Well, you can see how 'good’ their moral

values are!”




